WOMEN'S DAY

Influential Women

Ada Lovelace: English mathmatician and writer who is considered the
world’s first computer programmer

Amelia Earhart: Record-breaking American aviator and women’s rights
advocate who was the first woman to fly solo across the Atlantic Ocean

Anne Frank: German-born Jewish girl whose diary recording her time in
hiding during the Holocaust has become a literary classic and powerful
reminder of the horrors of war

Aung San Suu Kyi: Burmese politician, diplomat, author, activist and Nobel
Prize recipient for her non-violent struggle for democracy and human rights

Bessie Coleman: American aviator who was the first Black woman and first
Native American to hold a pilot’s license

Billie Jean King: American tennis player who made siginificant
contributions to women’s professional tennis and is considered one of the
greatest tennis players of all time

Cleopatra: Powerful and adept Egyptian queen and one of the most famous
female rulers in history

Ella Baker: Civil and human rights activist who is recognized as one of the
key figures of the American civil rights movement

Emily Dickinson: American poet whose writing challenged literary and
social conventions of her time



Emmeline Pankhurst: British activist and suffragette movement organizer
who helped women to win the right to vote in 1918

Florence Nightingale: English nurse, statisician and social reformer whose
philosophies formed the modern nursing profession

Harriet Tubman: American abolitionist and social reformer who after
escaping slavery herself helped others to escape via the Underground

Railroad

Helen Keller: American author, activitist, and disability rights advocate who
was deaf and blind herself

Indira Gandhi: First female prime minister of India

Jane Austen: English author whose novels critiqued the class, status, and
gender barriers of her time

Jane Goodall: English ethologist, conservationist, and animal welfare
advocate who is best known for her extensive studies on chimpanzees

Joan of Arc: French national heroine and young peasant girl who led the
French army to Victory during the Hundred Years’ War

Madonna: American singer, songwriter, activist, and philanthropist who
made innovative contributions to music production, songwriting, and visual

presentation

Mae Jemison: American engineer, physician, and NASA astronaut who
became the first Black woman to travel to space

Malala Yousafzai: Pakastani activist and recipient of a Nobel Peace Prize

Marie Curie: Polish-born physicist and chemist who made groundbreaking
discoveries about radioactivity



Mary Shelley: English novelist, women’s rights advocate, and social
reformer whose novel Frankenstein is considered one of the first works of
science fiction

Oprah Winfrey: American talk show host, television producer, actress,
author, and philanthropist who broke down many barriers for Black women
in the media industry

Princess Diana: British royal and international icon known for her social
activism and humanitarian work

Queen Victoria: Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland
whose reign of over 63 years defined the Victorian Era

Rosa Parks: American civil rights activist who is credited with starting the
civil rights movement by refusing to give up her bus seat to a white man

Ruth Handler: American business magnate, inventor of the Barbie doll, and
co-founder of Mattel toy company

Sacagawea: Young Shoshone woman who served as a vital guide and
interpreter for the Lewis and Clark expedition

Sally Ride: American physicist and NASA astronaut who was the first
American woman to visit space

Shirley Chisholm: American politician and first Black woman to be elected
to the United States Congress

Simone de Beauvoir: French novelist, feminist, and major figure in French
existentialism best known for her work The Second Sex

Virginia Woolf: British author and essayist whose experimental novels
exerted a major influence on the modernist literature movement



